
What in water did Bloom, waterlover, drawer of water, watercarrier, returning to the range, admire?”  
– James Joyce.  

      
  Joyce’s forty-answer response from the epic work Ulysses is on display in its entirety on the first floor of the Kingsley:  
 

 
“Its universality: its democratic equality and constancy to its nature in seeking its own level: its vastness in the ocean of Mercator’s projection: its 
unplumbed profundity in the Sundam trench of the Pacific exceeding 8000 fathoms: the restlessness of its waves and surface particles visiting in 
turn all points of its seaboard: the independence of its units: the variability of states of sea: its hydrostatic quiescence in calm:…..” 

                                                                       

                                                       
 

 
The Kingsley display and each answer, posted individually by water spigots and fountains across campus, are 
installed for the community’s consideration, enjoyment, and reflection.  What of our own analytical, imaginative, and 
attuning capacities for our daily life and the biophysical world? The What in Water Project calls upon a cultivated 
engagement of the arts, sciences, & humanities to enable multi/inter/trans disciplinary work and expression. We are 
invited to consider how our conventionally organized disciplines become inseparable or indistinguishable in important 
ways. How might we best address the nature of the world with its multiple, complex phenomenon and challenges? 
Where is the space of dynamic interdisciplinary thought, inquiry, and engagement? 
 
 

 
 
 
A Single Iceberg Tip: select social-techno-ecological dynamics of water at WA 
Worcester receives over 50 inches of annual precipitation. A water treatment facility located in Holden, MA uses 600 miles 
of underground pipe to transport on average 23 million gallons a day of filtered municipal water throughout the city– the 
facility draws from an 8-billion gallon 10 reservoir-system located across the northern Blackstone Watershed and southern 
Nashua River Watershed in the towns of Rutland, Leicester, Paxton, and Holden. WA consumes ~10,000,000 gallons 
annually, primarily for irrigation. Roughly 90 million gallons of precipitation fall on our campus property each year. All of 
the water entering our campus that does not evaporate or collect underground flows into the Blackstone River, usually after 
treatment by the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District in Millbury MA which filters an average 33 million 
gallons per day. Related federal laws that shape our water environments are the Safe Drinking Water Act and Clean Water 
Act. 


